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Social Responsibility and

Sustainable Development
at Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution

In today’s world, sustainable development and
social responsibility are very important issues
that are being debated not only by international
organisations, national governments, public insti-
tutions, business organisations, educational insti-
tutions, but also by the society at large.

Higher education institutions (hereinafter - HEIs)
play a key role in building a better future for soci-
ety and the planet, so their commitment to being
socially responsible and contributing to the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) is essential.

The environmental impact of HEls should be the
first consideration in uncovering their impact on
sustainable development. HEls also have a negative
impact on the environment because, like all other
organisations, they consume resources, generate
waste and contribute to CO, emissions.

Thus, green initiatives are also becoming import-
ant for HEls: organisations are becoming greener
through the introduction of energy-efficient tech-
nologies, waste reduction programmes and sustain-
able building practices.

Emphasising the social responsibility of HEls
must first and foremost focus on proper working
conditions and labour relations, not only in com-
pliance with the applicable laws but also in the de-
velopment of ethical and harmonious relationships.
To answer the question of how HEls can be more
socially responsible, the first focus is on ethical and
socially responsible governance, that is, the imple-
mentation of ethical governance practices to en-
sure that decision-making is transparent, fair and
considers the broader impact on society.

Social responsibility to students is most often as-
sociated with quality and market-driven studies as
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well as additional benefits for students. Studying
is not only a process of acquiring knowledge and
information, building important competences, but
also a process of building relationships based on
mutual respect.

Higher education institutions need to build rela-
tionships with local communities and actively col-
laborate to contribute to their well-being through
partnerships, projects and outreach programmes.

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is
just as important. Higher education institutions are
integrating sustainable development into their cur-
ricula, promoting the development of information
on sustainability issues, and developing the compe-
tences of their students and teachers, as well as the
public, to meet the present challenges.

Focusing on social responsibility to people, what-
ever is the role of the concerned party, equality and
inclusion of people is important. Social responsibility
is enhanced by promoting diversity, equality and in-
cluding people in VIKO community and in education.

HEIls can contribute to sustainable development
through three areas:

¢ Study organisation and education: integrat-

ing sustainability across disciplines ensures
that students from different disciplines
acquire the knowledge they need to ad-
dress sustainability challenges in their future
careers. Sharing knowledge with the public is
equally as important.

¢ Research and innovation: HEls can lead
research initiatives focused on sustainable
solutions to societal challenges, contributing
to the development of sustainable ideas and
practices.

¢ Cooperation with social partners: building
collaborative links with local communities,
NGOs and businesses to resolve social prob-
lems and promote sustainable development.

Altogether, sustainable development and social
responsibility are important factors for higher ed-
ucation institutions. By integrating these principles
into their core values and activities, HEIs contribute
to a more equitable, responsible and sustainable
world.

Since December 2018, Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution (hereinafter — VIKO) has been
a member of the United Nations Global Compact,
which is committed to creating and promoting the
well-being of society based on the principles of so-
cial responsibility and sustainable development.
According to the Law on Higher Education and Re-
search, HEIs’ social responsibility is linked to the
sustainable development of the region by working
with local community, business and government
groups and by developing the individual’s and the
community’s capacity for independent and cre-
ative thinking and action.

Considering the above, VIKO has been planning
its activities in recent years in line with the objec-
tives of VIKO Strategy 2021-2025, which are focused
on creating sustainable change. The strategy’s mis-
sion of HEl “to provide modern higher education
studies in line with European standards, to ensure
the development of nationally and internationally
recognised applied research and professional art,
in effective cooperation with the business world,
in order to achieve a successful professional career
for students and the welfare of the Vilnius region
and Lithuania,” is focused on all three of the previ-
ously mentioned areas.

HEI’s social responsibility and sustainable devel-
opment policy and strategic directions are formu-
lated considering the strategic priorities and needs
of the United Nations, the European Union, the Re-
public of Lithuania and the municipalities of Vilnius
City and District in the context of social responsibil-
ity and sustainable development.

It should be noted that HEI has been a socially
responsible higher education institution for many
years (even before it became a member of the UN
Global Compact or formed the 2021-2025 strate-
gy), based on tradition, innovation, tolerance and
responsibility to the environment and the commu-
nity. VIKO, constantly challenging itself, expresses
its desire to improve and promote the develop-
ment of society, to teach educated, independent,
active and responsible members of the society, to
develop the intellectual potential of the society to
ensure that knowledge and science ensure the har-
monious implementation of economic, social and
environmental goals.



As an active member of the country and the
world, VIKO is aware of the urgency of contribut-
ing to the green transformation and highlights the
implementation of globally relevant activities in its
strategy.

The Social Responsibility and Sustainable Devel-
opment Programme of Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution for 2022-2025 emphasises the
following principles of social responsibility and sus-
tainable development:

¢ Community — the desire to work together,

collaborate, create and develop joint projects.

¢ [nitiative and leadership — the drive and
motivation to act and develop new initiatives
in line with personal and community value
priorities.

¢ Equal opportunities — to ensure that all per-
sons have non-discriminatory working condi-
tions and to promote social inclusion.

e Environmental responsibility — the aim to
improve the quality of the environment and
making responsible environmental choices.

e Citizenship —prioritising the needs of society,
active participation in building the well-being
of the state and the community, participation
in civic action, respect for the historical mem-
ory of the state, the democratic system and
statehood.

¢ Volunteering — the aim of making an unpaid
personal effort to contribute to public initia-
tives or to the solution of a public need.

¢ Transparency and accountability — the com-
mitment to carry out its activities in a fair,
open and informative manner and provide
information to all interested parties.

It is planned that in the end of 2024 or beginning
of 2025, meetings of the working group for the re-
newal of the social responsibility and sustainable
development programme of Vilniaus kolegija /
Higher Education Institution will start with the aim
of shaping the new strategy of Vilniaus kolegija /
Higher Education Institution for 2026-2030. The in-
ternational project “Universities for Sustainable De-
velopment” (partners: Pablo de Olavide University
of Spain, University of Applied Sciences of Savonia
in Finland, Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Insti-

tution in Lithuania) will start in autumn 2022.

The project participants identified indicators for
sustainable development of VIKO in 2023 (the list
will be expanded every year, as improvement and
greater organisational involvement is the main goal
of every HEI). A methodology for the implementa-
tion of sustainable development in higher education
was launched in 2023 and will be presented in 2024.

In order to ensure the smooth preparation of the
Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development
Report, Social Responsibility and Sustainable Devel-
opment Working Groups have been established in
2020 in all the faculties of VIKO to ensure the im-
plementation of Social Responsibility and Sustain-
able Development in the faculties and to prepare,
in cooperation with all the faculties, the annual
Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development
Reports of Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Insti-
tution from 2021.

The annual Social Responsibility and Sustainable
Development Report for VIKO is intended to inform
the HEI community, social partners, the public and
all stakeholders about HEI’s socially responsible ac-
tivities, orientations and achievements. The report
is an official document of VIKO and is submitted to
the United Nations Global Compact each year. Pre-
vious VIKO Corporate Social Responsibility and Sus-
tainable Development reports are available on VIKO
website: https://www.viko.It/kolegija/socialine-at-
sakomybe/socialines-atsakomybes-ataskaitos/.

This year’s report (as well as the previous ones) is
prepared in accordance with the guidelines for so-
cial responsibility and sustainable development for
the entire VIKO community presented by the HEIl's
Research Department in 2019, highlighting the inte-
gration of the principles of sustainable development
and social responsibility into all study programmes
and subjects, and the need to highlight not only the
contribution of each faculty in this process accord-
ing to the thematic focus and potential of each fac-
ulty, but also the cross-faculty priorities.

The Social Responsibility and Sustainable Devel-
opment Programme of Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution for 2022-2025 highlights the
main guidelines for HEl's social responsibility and
sustainable development activities, the implemen-
tation of which is described in the following sec-
tions of this report.


https://www.upo.es/usd-project/
https://www.upo.es/usd-project/
https://www.upo.es/usd-project/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Final-VIKO-diagnosis.pdf
https://www.upo.es/usd-project/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Final-VIKO-diagnosis.pdf
https://www.viko.lt/kolegija/socialine-atsakomybe/socialines-atsakomybes-ataskaitos/
https://www.viko.lt/kolegija/socialine-atsakomybe/socialines-atsakomybes-ataskaitos/
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Sustainable education,

science and competences

Education has the power to shape a better future
for the world, so it should promote change in so-
ciety, foster common human values and play a key
role in helping people build an equitable, peaceful
and sustainable world.

The Education 2030 Declaration, adopted at the
World Education Forum in 2015, also highlights the
importance of global education for a peaceful and
sustainable world. The declaration emphasises that
education is a key to sustainable development, and
that providing opportunities to develop the knowl-
edge, skills and values that enable people to make
wise choices that respond to local and global chal-

for sustainable
development

lenges is an important factor in the quality of edu-
cation.

Goal 4 of the 2015 United Nations Sustainable
Development Agenda focuses on quality education.
It aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality ed-
ucation and promote lifelong learning. The objec-
tive 4.7 of this goal also highlights the importance of
global education: by 2030, ensure that all learners
have the knowledge and skills needed to promote
sustainable development, including, among oth-
er things, education on sustainable development
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender
equality, the promotion of peace and a culture of




non-violence, global citizenship, and the valuation
of cultural diversity and the contribution of culture
to sustainable development.

Higher education institutions integrate Education
for Sustainable Development (ESD) into their curric-
ula, thereby promoting awareness and understand-
ing of sustainability issues not only among their stu-
dents and employees, but also among the public,
thereby developing the competences needed to ad-
dress the challenges at hand and changing people’s
attitudes to enable the development of innovations
and solutions that are conducive to societal prog-
ress.

In order to ensure sustainable education and
the development of sustainable competences
among students, all VIKO faculties focus on social
responsibility and sustainable development: rele-
vant issues of sustainable development and social
responsibility are included in study programme de-
scriptions (the content of the study programmes
is reviewed annually and updated as necessary,
developing the themes of social responsibility and
sustainable development in various study subjects),
and relevant issues are addressed through assign-
ments (case studies) and written work, coursework
and projects, especially students’ final theses. In
2023, 175 theses and dissertations were prepared
in all fields of science, contributing to the promo-
tion of sustainable development or social responsi-
bility through their ideas.

Social partnerships with various organisations
are important in the study process, as they pro-
vide opportunities to organise outgoing lectures
or study excursions (i.e. in 2023, visits were made
to Algimantas Vaup$as Farm, UAB DHL Logistics
Lietuva, UAB Western Union Processing Lithuania,
UAB Teltonika, UAB Avia Solution Group, UAB Grant
Thornton Baltic, UAB Shift4 Payments Lithuania, AB
Siauliy bankas, UAB Maxima LT, UAB Rimi Lietuva
and many others.). Representatives of organisa-
tions are also invited to present lectures to stu-
dents and/or employees. Representatives of organ-
isations share their knowledge and encourage VIKO
community to take an interest in current issues and
trends and to find solutions to the challenges they
face.

Dr Gaurav Sharma from Singapore, promoter of
innovative food and founder of Shandi Global, vis-

ited the Faculty of Agrotechnologies. He was inter-
ested in VIKO’s outsourced project activities, the
spectrum of research activities, the practical base
for applied research and studies, laboratory equip-
ment, and the cooperation of the Faculty of Agro-
technologies with its strategic partner - UAB Ther-
mo Fischer Scientific Baltics.

The Faculty of Agrotechnology invites food tech-
nologists to teach students about sustainable food
production, food safety and quality, and food inno-
vation: Food Technology (FT) students had a lecture
on 24/02/2023 given by Liucija Makovska, a technol-
ogist from the New Product Development Depart-
ment of UAB Biovela Group; FT students had a visit
to the main culinary-confectionery and bakery of
UAB RIMI LIETUVA on 21/02/2023; Food Technolo-
gist of UAB Rimi Lietuva gave a lecture on “The work
of a food technologist - experience and challenges”
and a study tour to the main culinary-confectionery
plant of UAB Rimi Lietuva on 18/04/2023.

This is in line with VIKO guideline to develop the
themes of social responsibility and sustainable de-
velopment in study programmes, ensuring that
each subject reflects relevant aspects of social re-
sponsibility and sustainable development. System-
atically updating study programmes to incorporate
innovation and new scientific developments, with
reference to sustainable development. Introduce
sustainable educational innovations that expand
the opportunities and accessibility of lifelong learn-
ing.

VIKO is not just a place to get a specialisation
- it’s a place where students can fulfil their scien-
tific potential. The faculties of VIKO have student
scientific societies. Students together with lectur-
ers carry out research, organise student scientific
conferences (e.g. “Economics. Business. Manage-
ment”, “Youth in a Changing Society”), participate
in conferences organised by other HEls in Lithua-
nia and abroad, where they give scientific presen-
tations. In 2023, as many as 1,514 VIKO students
prepared and presented 164 papers and articles
at international and republican scientific-practical
conferences: “Modern Technologies for Sustainable
Environment”, “Youth in a Changing Society”, “The
Role of Higher Education in Society: Students’ Ap-
plied Research 2023”, “Synergy of Science and Art
2023”, “Thinking - Researching - Applying”, “Econo-


https://atf.viko.lt/maisto-technologes-liucijos-makovskos-paskaita-studentams/
https://atf.viko.lt/maisto-technologijos-studentai-lankesi-uab-rimi-lietuva-gamybos-bazeje/
https://atf.viko.lt/maisto-technologes-paskaita-studentams/
https://ekf.viko.lt/tarptautine-studentu-moksline-praktine-konferencija-ekonomika-verslas-vadyba-2023/
https://ekf.viko.lt/tarptautine-studentu-moksline-praktine-konferencija-ekonomika-verslas-vadyba-2023/
https://ukc.viko.lt/2023/12/14/ivyko-12-oji-tarptautine-studentu-moksline-praktine-konferencija-jaunimas-besikeiciancioje-visuomeneje/

my, Business, Management 2023", “Future Creators
2023"”, “Forum of ldeas 2023", “Trends in Research
and Innovation in the Context of Computer Sci-
ence”, “YTIC - Young Talents International Confer-
ence”, “Trends in Research and Innovation in CS”,
“Society and Culture: Genesis of Values and their
Transformation”, and others.

Students’ competences are developed during
their studies, through lectures, independent assign-
ments and events. The last year has been special
because VIKO has organised a number of Erasmus+
Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) events where
students from VIKO and other HEls from other
countries have come together to discuss specific
topics (e.g. “Sustainable Tourism”, “Lifestyle Mat-
ters”, etc.), and to address real challenges formulat-
ed by representatives of organisations.

The Erasmus+ exchange programme is an oppor-
tunity for students to develop their skills. Those
who do not dare to go abroad for a longer period
(for part-time studies or internships) have actively
participated in BIP events at other higher educa-
tion institutions. In the academic year 2022-2023,
the following students used the Erasmus+ exchange
programme: 77 students went for part-time stud-
ies, 38 students went for internships, 77 students
went for a short-term study visit and 34 students
took part in project activities.

Strengthening social partnerships with Lithua-
nian schools, education centres, youth organisa-
tions and clubs, teachers’ associations and soci-
eties, and developing HEl community initiatives,
educational visits to schools or student visits to HEIs
are organised to motivate students to pursue their
higher education studies and qualifications, and to
underline the importance of lifelong learning. To
attract as many motivated applicants as possible,
studies are publicised every year by promoting the
study programmes organised by VIKO, highlighting
their advantages and relevance to the needs of the
labour market. Lecturers, students, employees, in
cooperation with VIKO Study Office in 2023 (as well
as every year) carried out information and publicity
activities: study programmes were presented at the
Open Doors events, on the websites of VIKO and
faculties, and in social networks. Meetings were
held with students in gymnasiums and schools, stu-
dents were invited to attend meetings at the facul-

ties, and distance learning lessons were organised
for students.

Sustainable education would not be possible
if HEI lecturers did not consistently and purpose-
fully upgrade their skills through participation in
various events, or if they did not go abroad to up-
grade their skills through the ERASMUS+ exchange
programme. In the academic year 2022-2023, 391
employees travelled abroad (some more than once
a year) for teaching and training at international
conferences.

In order to spread the message of social respon-
sibility and sustainable development to the soci-
ety and VIKO community through openly accessi-
ble public lectures and seminars, trainings, public
events, scientific conferences, forums, roundtables,
initiatives to disseminate the ideas of social respon-
sibility and sustainable development, 65 competen-
cy development events were organised at VIKO in
the year 2023, which were attended by the mem-
bers of VIKO community and other interested par-
ties.

VIKO organises conferences that have become
traditional and attract researchers from other
national and international higher education insti-
tutions. In 2023, 12 scientific and practical confer-
ences were organised, 3 of them international.

Active participation in conferences. VIKO lectur-
ers and students have presented at international
and practical conferences, in Lithuania and abroad,
and have made more than 125 presentations, e.g.
at the UN Climate Change Conference COP28 in De-
cember 2023 in the United Arab Emirates, the High-
er Education Higher Technology Institution, togeth-
er with the European Association of Institutions
of Higher Education (EURASHE), organised a panel
discussion on the topic “Higher Education Institu-
tions’ role in promoting local governance of climate
mitigation & adaptation”, in which discussion was
held with Dr Waddah S Ghanem Al Hashmi (United
Arab Emirates), researcher, Anna-Stina Tahkavuori
(Finland), Director of the Innovation Centre of the
Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, and Da-
lia Karlaité (lecturer at the Faculty of Business Man-
agement who is responsible for the coordination of
VIKO’s sustainability and social responsibility activi-
ties), the discussion was moderated by Dr John Ed-
wards, Secretary General of EURASHE.


https://vvf.viko.lt/misriojoje-intensyvioje-programoje-darniosios-turizmo-kryptys-studentai-is-slovenijos-primorska-ir-kroatijos-rijeka-universitetu/
https://spf.viko.lt/bip-baigesi-kontaktine-savaite-sveikatos-prieziuros-fakultete/
https://spf.viko.lt/bip-baigesi-kontaktine-savaite-sveikatos-prieziuros-fakultete/
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Public events or activities organised by HEI. In
2023, the Faculty of Arts and Creative Technologies
offered non-formal education programmes: cloth-
ing tailoring courses at various levels (beginners,
advanced), preparatory courses for applicants to
the Fashion Design and Image Design study pro-
grammes. As many as 62 residents of the capital
acquired professional competences in sewing, de-
signing and drawing during the courses.

Lecturers’ knowledge is not only applied in their
work with students and research but also expand-
ed through participation in various research proj-
ects. In 2023, 46 national and international projects
were carried out at VIKO.

Lecturers write scientific articles and present
papers at conferences. The total number of publi-
cations on the promotion of scientific and artistic
results in 2023 was 278, of which 55 were published
in scientific journals of high scientific standing.

Lecturers also share their professional knowl-
edge in the media or through consultancy.

Sustainable education and science, as well as the
development of competences for sustainable de-
velopment, are therefore important investments
for the future, as they not only help to create a gen-
eration of conscious and responsible citizens but
also play a key role in building a long-lasting and
sustainable society.

Panellists (from left to right): Anna-Stina Téhkdvuori, Director of the
Innovation Centre at Metropolia University of Applied Sciences (Finland),
Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution lecturer Dalia Karlaité,
EURASHE Secretary General Dr John Edwards, scientist Dr Waddah S.

Ghanem Al Hashmi (United Arab Emirates).
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Social partnership of higher education institutions
refers to cooperation and social dialogue between
HEIs and a wide range of organisations: business-
es, public institutions, non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs) and other societal entities. Social
partnership is important and beneficial for both
the academic community (lecturers and students)
and the wider society, and therefore Vilniaus ko-
legija / Higher Education Institution gives social
partnership special attention and priority. VIKO
aims to promote social partnership with associ-
ations, NGOs, business enterprises, public sector
organisations, and municipalities in the Vilnius

Social
partnership

region that are interested in education, applied
research, partnership projects, and joint initiative
activities in the context of social responsibility
and sustainable development. Strengthen social
partnerships with organisations interested in vol-
unteering, citizenship and social support.

Some important reasons why social partnership
is important for cooperating countries:
¢ Career and labour market orientation: HEls,
in cooperation with businesses and other or-
ganisations, can inform and ensure that study
programmes meet market needs and re-
quirements, which is why social partners are




involved in HEI's curriculum and programme
committees.

Practical training and professional experi-
ence: Representatives of organisations take
part in career days organised by VIKO facul-
ties, share their expertise and give lectures to
the academic community of VIKOs, as well as
organising outgoing lectures to organisations.
If needed, advises students on the prepara-
tion of their final theses, reviews them, and
participates in final thesis defence commit-
tees. Scholarships are awarded to the most
successful students (e.g. UAB Teltonika schol-
arship programme for first-year students of
the Faculty of Economics “The future belongs
to me!”). To give VIKO students practical
experience in dealing with real professional
situations in the study process, coursework
assignments are formulated in cooperation
with social partners, and there is also cooper-
ation in organising internships for students. It
is a way for students to put their theoretical
knowledge into practice and better under-
stand their future career options. HEls work
with organisations to attract the best profes-
sionals they need. It should also be stressed
that not only students but also employees
(academic and non-academic personnel) can
undertake internships in organisations.

Research and innovation: Partnerships with
businesses and other organisations foster re-
search that responds to practical challenges
(44 outsourced design/artistic development
contracts with natural and legal persons,
public bodies, businesses, municipalities and
associations have been awarded by VIKO in
2023); and organisations can provide finan-
cial support or resources to HEIs to carry out
innovative projects and to develop novelties.
VIKO students work on thesis projects com-
missioned by social partners. In 2023, 176
theses were prepared, which is 13.93% of the
total number of theses.

General society development: Social partner-
ship allows HEls to contribute to the develop-
ment and well-being of the local community
(social and philanthropic initiatives); HEIls

11

can act as catalysts for community projects
and programmes, contributing to education,
health and social well-being (public lectures
organised by VIKO).

Promoting sustainability and social respon-
sibility: Partnerships with organisations with
an interest in sustainability and social respon-
sibility help HEIs to embed these values in
their activities; working with a wide range of
stakeholders can help shape sustainable and
ethical policies and practices.

Social partnership in HEls is thus mutually bene-
ficial, as it promotes interaction between academia
and society, contributes to the quality of education
and the development of research, and shapes re-
sponsible citizens.

On 16 December 2021, the Director approved
VIKQ'’s Strategic Partnership Programme 2021-2025
and the Action Plan 2021-2025 by Order No. V-354
of 16 December 2021, which provides for the pur-
pose, directions, implementation and coordination
of the strategic partnership to improve the quality
of services provided and the impact of the strategic
partnership in the region. Based on the recommen-
dations for strategic partnerships and the strategic
partnerships identified by the departments, the fac-
ulties identify national and international strategic
partners on an annual basis.

VIKO aims to carry out applied research, exper-
imental development and professional arts, and
commissioned project activities in science and ap-
plied arts that foster sustainable development and
social responsibility.

In 2023, 69 joint activities with municipal admin-
istrations and public organisations in the Vilnius re-
gion were implemented at Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution.

VIKO lecturers provide professional qualifica-
tion development training (i.e. on 9 May 2023,
the Faculty of Health Care concluded a coopera-
tion agreement with the Multiple Sclerosis Society
“Feniksai” to organise joint qualification courses on
various topics, such as “Movement - for the sake of
health” (18/05/2023), “Multiple Sclerosis - Today’s
Challenges” (31/05/2023), “Has Obesity Become
a Norm?” (20/06/2023), “Insomnia - causes, tips,
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solutions” (21/09/2023), “Diagnosis - oncological
disease, how to help yourself and your patients?”
(04/10/2023), “The link between lifestyle and head-
ache” (16/11/2023), “Neurodegenerative diseases:
diagnosis, treatment, care. News” (23/11/2023),
“Non-medical management of anxiety, stress, ten-
sion” (6/12/2023)), co-organise joint scientific and
practical conferences, i.e. 11 May 2023 “Biomedical
diagnostics 2023: science and practice”, represen-
tatives of organisations are also invited to events
organised by VIKO.

Students and lecturers from the Faculty of Arts
and Creative Technologies participate in the events
of the social partners through artistic performances
or by co-organising artistic events (see section 9 for
more details).

VIKO aims to strengthen social partnerships with
Lithuanian schools, education centres, youth or-
ganisations and clubs, teachers’ associations and
societies, by developing initiatives from VIKO com-

munity to organise educational visits to schools or
visits by school students to VIKO, motivating stu-
dents to study and obtain higher education quali-
fications, and emphasising the importance of life-
long learning.

VIKO lecturers organise open lectures that are
open to pupils. Lectures for pupils are also held
in schools - not only in Vilnius, but also in other
cities. Sometimes pupils come to the faculties too.
The Faculty of Arts and Creative Technologies host-
ed the “Student for a Day” project, which brought
together more than 120 students from different
learning institutions across the country (April-May
2023). Pupils are invited to participate in the stu-
dent scientific conferences organised by VIKO, and
it is pleasing to see the interest shown by pupils
every year.

In summary, social partnership is a mutual bene-
fit: for higher education institutions and for the col-
laborating organisations.
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Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
aims to reduce social inequalities and develop
harmonious relationships by organising various
activities.

VIKO is guided in its activities by the provisions
of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania,
which establishes the equality of persons and the
prohibition to restrict the rights of human beings
and to grant privileges to them based on gender,
race, nationality, language, origin, social status,
faith, convictions or views. Any discrimination on
the grounds of a person’s gender, sexual orienta-
tion, race, nationality, language, origin, citizenship

Strengthening
social inclusion

and social status, religion, beliefs, opinions, marital
status, intent to have a child, affiliation to political
parties and associations, or age is prohibited at
VIKO. In 2023, the results of the study on the state
of gender equality in Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Ed-
ucation Institution in 2022 were presented at the
meeting of the Directorate.

The questionnaire is based on the Gender Equal-
ity Questionnaire (with the consent of the Office of
the Equal Opportunities Ombudsman). 168 Vilniaus
kolegija / Higher Education Institution employees
and 111 students participated in the survey. The
survey aimed to find out the situation of gender
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equality in VIKO and to provide recommendations
on how the current situation could be improved in
the future.

In 2023, the meetings of VIKO community were
translated into sign language, not only to meet the
guideline “Strengthen and promote the Lithuanian
Sign Language study programme to meet the spe-
cific needs of the country’s citizens”, but also due to
the real need of people with hearing impairment.

VIKO runs projects aimed at improving the
learning environment for students with spe-
cial needs. From 1 February 2022, the Faculty of
Economics is implementing the Erasmus+ Higher
Education Strategic Partnerships project “Educa-
tional Empowerment and Social Inclusion of stu-
dents with disabilities through Digital Solutions
and Assistive Technologies” (EESI-DIGI; project No.
2021-1-ELO1-KA220-HED-000027605), coordinat-
ed by the University of Patras (Greece). The aim of
the project is to enable students with disabilities to
acquire digital skills by providing a qualification to
bridge existing skills gaps, considering the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The project will run until
31 January 2024. To further improve the studies of
people with disabilities, another Erasmus+ project
“Promoting people with disabilities employment
by enhancing their digital skills and competences
to support a remote working scheme (DigitAbili-
ty)” (No. 2022-1-IT01-KA220-VET- 000087590) has
been launched at the Faculty of Economics from
2023.

Lecturers working with students with special
needs use individualised teaching and assessment
methods to help them achieve the intended learn-
ing outcomes. Students from socially disadvan-
taged groups and students with special needs can
get advice on accessibility issues from VIKO Study
Office and/or Faculty Study Departments. In 2023,
41 students with disabilities/special needs were
enrolled. Flexible forms of assessment of studies
and achievements are used to assess the perfor-
mance of students with special needs, adapting
to their abilities (e.g. distance learning, blended
learning methods, extended time for final exams).
For example, for a student with a visual impair-
ment at the Faculty of Economics, assignments are
presented in Word (for a student with a visual im-
pairment, the computer program reads the infor-
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mation presented out loud), while visuals, graphs,
charts are annotated verbally, and additional one-
to-one guidance is provided.

Students with mobility disabilities can not only
study remotely, but can also study by contact, as
most faculties have facilities that are accessible to
people with mobility disabilities.

Accessibility of buildings for people with differ-
ent disabilities is crucial to ensure that students
and employees have the opportunity to be with
other members of the community and not feel un-
welcome. VIKO’s buildings located at Studenty st
39A (which includes the Faculties of Agrotechnol-
ogies, Economics, and Pedagogy), Didlaukio st 49
(Faculty of Business Management), and Didlaukio
st 82 (Faculty of Arts and Creative Technologies)
are sufficiently adapted for the mobility of students
with disabilities: the main entrances to the build-
ings have sloping ramps or stairways, the stairways
are marked with bright stripes, many of the lecture
theatres do not have thresholds and are of a suit-
able width, and there are lifts to move between
floors. The Faculty of Economics (Studenty st 39A,
3rd floor) has a toilet for people with reduced mo-
bility (this toilet is also available to students and
employees of the Faculties of Agrotechnologies
and Pedagogy who have reduced mobility).

In the Faculties of Economics and Arts and
Creative Technologies, prominent numbers cor-
responding to the number of the classroom are
placed near the entrances of the classrooms for vi-
sually impaired people. In 2022, HEI signed a coop-
eration agreement with the Lithuanian Audiosen-
sory Library to improve the accessibility of studies
for people with visual, reading or other disabilities.

HEI employees not only improve their skills in
promoting social inclusion (i. e. From 22-26 May
2023, lecturers from the Faculty of Pedagogy took
part in a placement in German schools to learn
about inclusive education in Germany, and the
ways and methods used by teachers to help pu-
pils with special educational needs; on 23 Novem-
ber participated in the Disability Forum “Inclusive
Higher Education 2023”, which aimed to discuss
the challenges of students with disabilities/indi-
vidual needs in the process of individualisation of
studies, adapting study programmes, study ma-
terials, and academic integrity), but also organise
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such events themselves for VIKO community and
the public. VIKO has organised a number of social
inclusion events in 2023:

On 8 March, an open lecture on “The social
worker’s relationship with families at social risk”
was organised, during which the role and challeng-
es of the social worker in interacting with families
at social risk were discussed, and experiences and
good practices were shared.

On 13 March, a screening of the film “Man viskas
gerai” (en. I'm fine) and a discussion with a psy-
chologist encouraged people to talk about their
feelings - there is no need to be ashamed of being
depressed or experiencing other psychological dif-
ficulties, and it is important to look for a solution
to the problem and to discuss the prevention of
suicide.

On 29 March, a workshop on “Inclusive Physical
Activity” was held to increase awareness and skills
of educators working with children with disabili-
ties.

On 12 April, the event “Prisoners’ Relatives - To-
wards Empowerment” was held with the aim of

presenting the project of Caritas and the Lithua-
nian Prison Service to provide support and coun-
selling to prisoners and their relatives in order to
reduce discrimination against prisoners and their
relatives.

On 11 October, representatives of the Interna-
tional Network for Parent-Focused Studies and
Research met with Dr Roberta Metsola, President
of the European Parliament, and Eva Mitsopoulou,
Head of the EU’s Education Programme, to focus on
tackling the issues of domestic violence, migration,
climate change, poverty, and human rights, which
affect a wide range of social groups and families,
and to showcase the international research on par-
enting and the prevention of domestic violence.

On 19-20 October, an international scientific
conference “Social Work with Vulnerable Groups”
was held to discuss relevant problems of social
work with vulnerable groups and ways to over-
come them, presenting the results of the latest sci-
entific research.

On 30 October, a seminar for educators and
non-educators on “Inclusive Physical Activity: men-
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tal and social well-being” was organised, with the
aim of introducing participants to the principles of
inclusive education, enabling all children to partic-
ipate in the learning process and in the life of the
community, the benefits of physical activity for
mental and social well-being, the types of disabil-
ities and their specificities, the potential of tricy-
cling, etc.

The Faculty of Pedagogy is active not only in or-
ganising events, but also in organising guest lec-
tures in prisons: 31 March at Marijampolé Prison
and 23-24 November at Pravieniskés Prison No. 1,
where they learned about the system of execution
of sentences, challenges and opportunities, the
specificity and importance of social work in pris-
ons, as well as interacted with prisoners and their
social workers; On 11 December 2023, visited Aly-
tus Prison, where participants got acquainted with
the practice and experience of social work in the

penitentiary system, and had discussions with pris-
oners’ resocialisation specialists and prisoners. On
24 May 2023, the Faculty of Education hosted the
presentation of the book “Mes nuteistieji” (en. We
are convicts) by the Centre for Prisoners’ Counsel-
ling, a book which contains people’s stories and
their experiences regarding the situation of prison-
ers and their reintegration into society.

Graduates of the Faculty of Arts and Creative
Technologies, Department of Fashion Design, pre-
sented their creative works on the conscious con-
sumption of natural resources at the Orthodox
church of St Nicholas the Wonderworker in Lukiskés
Prison, at the National Culture Forum “Culture and
Ecology” (28 November 2023).

Strengthening social inclusion is an essential as-
pect of achieving an equitable, equal and sustain-
able society.
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Promoting information

literacy and the digital

Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
aims to promote the themes of digitisation, in-
formation literacy, sustainable digital innovation,
cybersecurity, and robotics for the well-being of
the society by creating as many opportunities as
possible to educate the Lithuanian society in the-
se areas, developing applied research and social
partnership with organisations that are interested
in these issues.

Sharing information with the public also re-
quires the adoption of innovative information
and digital technologies in our own operations.

society

HEI documents are managed using the electronic
document management system (DMS) “Kontora”.

The virtual learning environment MOODLE has
long been used in the study process and training is
provided for beginning teachers, for example, HEI
lecturers have participated in workshops organised
by the LieDM Support and Development Consor-
tium, i.e.: 6 April 2023.

“Artificial Intelligence in Studies: possibilities
and limits”, on 21 May, the use of gamification el-
ements in MOODLE environment in the training of
primary education teachers was presented and dis-




cussed “(Un)Exploited Possibilities of MOODLE En-
vironment. Sharing of good practices among higher
education teachers”.

The Faculty of Electronics and Informatics (EIF)
focuses on the promotion of information literacy,
the enhancement of cybersecurity, the develop-
ment of digitalisation and the introduction of e-in-
novations, and the development of robotics for the
welfare of the society, especially in the light of the
vision of the Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education
Institution Strategy for 2021-2025, which inspires
VIKO community to actively participate in the de-
velopment of a socially responsible society. The
Faculty aims to educate professionals, actively de-
velop applied research and educate society.

Promoting information literacy — is an import-
ant strand of Lithuania’s sustainable develop-
ment, which strengthens the capacity of commu-
nity members to make use of new technologies,
thus helping them to adapt to rapid technological
change. Information literacy is essential for critical
thinking and lifelong learning and is essential for
socialisation and active life in civil society. Promot-
ing information literacy is part of lifelong learning,
an important part of society’s development, en-
hancing social inclusion among its members of all
races, genders and age groups.

The Faculty of Electronics and Informatics im-
plements various activities to promote information
literacy, primarily through studies and non-formal
education. In this way, the ability of members of
society to identify, obtain, evaluate, select and use
ethically and responsibly the information they need
from a variety of information sources is developed.
It empowers people to achieve their personal, so-
cial, work and educational goals. It is a fundamen-
tal human right in the digital world. Information
literacy helps members of society to protect their
privacy in the public space and builds their capaci-
ty to use new digital technologies intelligently and
creatively. At the same time, it fosters public cre-
ativity by improving the skills of members of soci-
ety to create new content through the effective use
of images, sounds and texts. An initiative related
to the promotion of information literacy among
Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
students and employees is the annual competi-
tion “Misconceptions”, organised by the Faculty of
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Economics and Informatics, which is a comic book
competition for members of the Vilniaus kolegija
/ Higher Education Institution community to cel-
ebrate the United Nations’ English Language Day
and the World Innovation and Creativity Day. The
5th Creative Comic Competition “Digital Labyrinths
or Digital Lifestyle” took place in 2023. This comic
competition, which involves creative students and
employees of VIKO, strengthens the integrity of the
community and fosters communion among com-
munity members of all ages, genders and nations.
Hilarious stories, without avoiding self-irony, foster
trust in each other and shape VIKO community as a
cohesive social partner.

Strengthening cyber security — is a necessary
direction for Lithuania’s sustainable development,
leading to a secure information society. Cyber se-
curity is a critical IT area, whether for business,
public organisations, government or even globally.
Cyber security knowledge, skills and research are
a key component in ensuring cyber security at the
organisational or even national level. Lithuania is
an EU leader in cybersecurity, which is why Lithu-
ania’s priority is to ensure a high level of Lithua-
nia is committed to a high level of cyber security
throughout the country.

The Faculty of Electronics and Informatics trains
cyber security specialists, and the Faculty has es-
tablished and successfully operates the Cyber Se-
curity Laboratory, where applied research in cyber
security science is carried out, as well as cyber se-
curity training courses.

Developing digitisation and e-innovation — Lith-
uania’s sustainable development, which develops
digital skills in society and promotes sustainabil-
ity and modern technologies. This is in line with
the objective of the National Progress Framework
2021-2030 to “Promote the digitalisation of the
country - the public sector, the economy and soci-
ety - by developing solutions that empower busi-
nesses, the public sector and academia to access
the necessary computing, data management or
cyber-security capabilities, to enhance the capac-
ity of citizens themselves to make full use of new
technologies, to raise awareness of the coming
technological changes and to empower the coun-
try to adapt to them”. The European Commission
has set a target that by 2030, all essential public



services will be fully digitised and delivered online,
80% of citizens will have a digital identity, at least
80% of the national population will have basic dig-
ital skills, and 75% of EU businesses will use cloud
and big data technologies. The Faculty of Electron-
ics and Informatics will directly contribute to the
achievement of these important goals through the
development of digitisation and the introduction
of electronic innovations.

The work in the field of digitisation development
and implementation of electronic innovations is
dominated by the activities of the Software Devel-
opment Department of the Faculty of Electronics
and Informatics, as the activities of this department
are directly oriented towards digitisation, when in-
formation from paper sources is transferred into
the electronic space.

Students in the Application Systems programme
develop websites, mobile applications and other
information systems that not only facilitate work,
but also enable the transition to electronic docu-
ments from paper-based versions, with strong pos-
itive socially responsible environmental impacts.
This directly contributes to saving the planet’s re-
sources and to reducing CO2 emissions in subse-
quent paper recovery or recycling processes.

In February 2023, a group of researchers from
the Faculty of Electronics and Informatics, togeth-
er with foreign partners, completed the interna-
tional project Knowledge Alliance of Business Idea
Assessment: a Digital Approach (KABADA), coordi-
nated by Banku Augstskola/School of Business and
Finance (Latvia). Developed an innovative digital
tool to prepare a business plan based on the CAN-
VAS model and use artificial intelligence to test it
and assess the weaknesses and strengths of the
business plan. The tool integrates systems that
provide information on macroeconomic indicators.
This advanced tool can also be used by students
who need to prepare a business plan as a reporting
assignment and by future entrepreneurs planning
to set up their own business.

Developing robotics for society — is an import-
ant direction for Lithuania’s sustainable develop-
ment, developing robotics technologies without
compromising the fundamental values of society.
The new challenges of our time, generated by rapid
technological advances, especially in the fields of
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artificial intelligence, robotics and big data, call for
a very responsible application of robotics technol-
ogies in society. This is in line with EU policy, which
stresses that Al should be used for the well-being
of human beings, not for the control of their popu-
lations by totalitarian states and the development
of human surveillance systems. In today’s context
of rapid technological progress and an ageing so-
ciety, robots are an essential part of the solution
to the shortage and cost of manual workers. Ro-
bots that operate in hazardous or unpleasant con-
ditions and perform repetitive tasks autonomously
are particularly useful for replacing workers who
do dirty, boring or unsafe work. Robots also help
workers avoid the dangers of hazardous chemi-
cals and working conditions and reduce physical,
ergonomic and psychosocial risks. Roboticisation
of prosthesis and implant technologies, the devel-
opment of brain-computer interfaces, prostheses
connected to the nervous system, artificial vision,
IRT implants, and even neuromicrochips, are all en-
abling the development of technologies that make
people’s lives easier, and which not only help to
eliminate disabilities, but also to dramatically im-
prove the abilities of the able.

Students of the Faculty of Electronics and In-
formatics are actively developing their innovative-
ness in the study process using robotic systems.
The guiding principle of robotics education is that
artificial intelligence must be reliable, unbiased,
transparent, fair and safe, and that the technolo-
gy must be developed based on ethical principles
in order to contribute to society. The Electronics
and Computer Engineering Department of the Fac-
ulty of Electronics and Informatics is developing
the Robotics Workshop of the Robot-Humanoid
EIFURE project. The Computer Engineering pro-
gramme has a distinctive learning outcome in the
category of personal competences: “To be able to
study independently, to improve one’s knowledge,
and to understand the impact of engineering solu-
tions on society and the environment”. One of the
ways to achieve this learning outcome is through
the students’ extracurricular activities in the Ro-
botics Workshop, where they work independently
to improve their knowledge and practical skills by
developing robotic systems geared towards assist-
ing mobility-impaired groups. During the intern-



ships of the Computer Engineering and Electronics
Engineering study programmes carried out at the
Faculty, second-hand / decommissioned electronic
equipment obtained from social partners is par-
tially integrated into the process to familiarise stu-
dents with the internal structure of electronic de-
vices, their assembly peculiarities, and to increase
the level of students’ practical skills in assembly
and disassembly.

The initiative, related to the development of ro-
botics for the benefit of society, was carried out by
the lecturers of the Department of Electronics and
Computer Engineering of the Faculty of Electronics
and Computer Science. Taking part in the Robotics
Solutions Exhibition and the interactive workshop
“How to prepare your robot for greater public rec-
ognition?” organised by Agrifood Lithuania on 7
February 2023, publishing an article on 23 Janu-
ary, and participating in the LNK TV show “Labas
vakaras, Lietuva” (en. Good e evening, Lithuania)
on 17 February, presenting an Al-controlled relax-
ation system for children on the autistic spectrum
with a disturbance. This encourages interest in
modern robotics and artificial intelligence among
a broad cross-section of society, in the hope that
the knowledge gained about Al-controlled robots
for human welfare will spread awareness of the
benefits of robotics and promote the real-life ap-
plication of robots. The education work promotes
the idea that robots, like people, create jobs - jobs
for professionals who program, maintain and re-
pair robots. In the face of labour shortages, this
problem is being addressed by the robotisation of
manual jobs.

In the context of the Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion, the value of higher education has risen sig-
nificantly, as the increasing deployment of robots
and automated systems in manufacturing and ser-
vices is creating a parallel demand for highly skilled
professionals related to these innovations. Faculty
of Electronics and Informatics lecturers, aware of
the promise of robotics for the well-being of future
generations, deliberately promote robotics best
practices to the teacher and student communities.
On 3 March 2023, a practical educational lecture
“Prisijaukink robotukus” (en. Tame the Robots)
was presented to the pupils of Vilkaviskis “Ausra”
Gymnasium, and a practical lesson “Linksmieji ro-
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botai - pazinkink ir kurk!” (en. Funny robots - meet
and create!) was given to the pupils of Radviliskis
Lizdeika Gymnasium, Utena Saulés Gymnasium,
Jonava J. Ralis Gymnasium and Vilnius Sv. Kristo-
foro Gymnasium. All this demonstrates the wide
potential of robotic systems for the development
of social welfare.

The expertise of the Faculty of Electronics and
Informatics professionals and students is evident
in the annual “Erdvélaivis Zemé” (en. Spaceship
Earth) event. In June 2023, interactive workshops
on “Building a Chat Boot” and “Build an FM re-
ceiver”, a demonstration lecture on “Creating 3D
models”, a demonstration-lecture on “Fun Robots
- Know, Create and Control” and a demonstration
lecture on “Artificial Intelligence in an Electronic
Device” were organised.

Research on information literacy is relevant not
only for the community of the Faculty of Electron-
ics and Informatics, but also for the faculties and
departments that organise other research fields.
For example, collaborative research between stu-
dents and lecturers in the field of medicine: Ap-
plied research conducted by a lecturer of the De-
partment of Nursing at the Faculty of Health Care
and a student of the General Practice Nursing study
programme and published article Rabkovskaja, G.
& Kielé, V. (2023). Application of virtual reality in
wound care: a literature review, Nursing. Science
and Practice, 4 (10(322), pp. 10-18. Povilas Paulaus-
kas, a graduate of the radiology study programme,
has prepared his thesis “Artificial Intelligence in
Radiological Research” and on 26 September 2023
participated in the international teleconference
“Conference of Baltic Radiographers: Research and
Practice” 2023.

Project activities on the promotion of digital
and information literacy are carried out not only
at the Faculty of Electronics and Informatics but
also at other faculties. In 2023, the Erasmus+ High-
er Education Strategic Partnerships project “Digital
Readiness and Capacity Building of Humanities
Professors in Universities Through Partnership
with Digital Technologies Companies” (DigitUni),
which was launched in 2022, was continued and
completed at the Faculty of Economics with the
aim of strengthening the capacities of professors
in the humanities to provide high quality, inclusive,
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digital education by improving their digital com-
petences and strengthening the cooperation with
digital technology companies - experts. The Facul-
ty of Agrotechnologies, together with the project
coordinator - Jagiellonian University in Krakow
(Poland) and partners from Italy, Latvia, Austria
and Belgium, implemented the Erasmus+ Higher
Education Strategic Partnerships project DISTINCT
(Digital Support for the Teaching of Chemistry) in
2023.

Strengthening knowledge not only in Lithua-
nia but also abroad. From 6-10 November 2023 in
Belgium, students and lecturers from the Faculty
of Education increased their knowledge of digital

work with young people (more specifically, with
children experiencing social exclusion).

The achievements of Vilniaus kolegija / High-
er Education Institution graduates are extremely
important for every higher education institution.
For example, on 5 October 2023, it was announced
that alumna Agné Draucikaité had been named
Teacher of the Year of Vilnius City because she is an
enterprising, innovative and courageous educator
who introduces new methods in educational pro-
grammes.

Information and digital literacy are an important
human skill today.
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Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are
key drivers of economic and technological gro-
wth, societal progress and business success. Cre-
ativity is commonly defined as the ability to gene-
rate new, original and valuable ideas, and creative
people can find new ways to overcome problems,
thus contributing to innovation to solve challen-
ges. Creativity is important in everyone’s life, sti-
mulating individual growth and bringing benefits
in fields ranging from arts and culture to science
and business. Innovation matters because orga-
nisations that invest in innovation can create a
competitive advantage and increase efficiency by
contributing to technological, economic and soci-

Developing creativity,

innovation and
entrepreneurship

al progress. Entrepreneurship creates jobs, boosts
economic growth and contributes to shared pros-
perity, and creative and innovative businesses are
often better placed to differentiate themselves
and to take on growing competition.

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are
thus linked to the challenges of the modern world
and the search for opportunities and solutions.
Businesses and societies that foster creativity, in-
vest in innovation and nurture entrepreneurship
are better equipped to adapt to rapidly changing
conditions and achieve long-term success.

Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
aims to develop the applied creativity and creative
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thinking skills of the community and society, to fos-
ter a creative environment and sustainable inno-
vation, and to encourage openness to sustainable
innovation and entrepreneurship. VIKO teaches
creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship re-
gardless of the programme of study. Even if this is
not included as a separate subject in the study pro-
gramme, students have the opportunity to devel-
op these competences by studying free electives.
Students are interested in innovations, they rush
to try them out themselves, and some of them
boldly generate innovative ideas by participating
in business problem-solving events (hackathons,
entrepreneurship events, international intensive
programmes - BIPs etc.).

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are
emphasised in all faculties. For example, the Faculty
of Business and Management cooperates with LSIK
(Lithuanian Social Innovation Cluster), conducts
project activities (VAKEN, Teaching and Learning in

Multicultural Classrooms), short exchange weeks
(BIP: International Short Exchange Weeks Sus-
tainability Oriented Creativity). The content of the
study programme of Food Technology of the Facul-
ty of Agrotechnologies, Sustainable Food Produc-
tion and Environmental Protection, includes the
topics of entrepreneurship fundamentals, which
are relevant to the development of the region and
the country, linked to the directions of sustainable
development, and includes the development of en-
trepreneurship and social responsibility. The inno-
vativeness of studies is enhanced and the creativi-
ty of students is fostered through annual creativity
camps using the creative playground methodology.

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are
the objects of academic interest at Vilniaus kolegija
/ Higher Education Institution. For example, the re-
port “The use of social platforms by primary school
teachers to organise the educational process, pro-
moting creativity of students in grades 1-2” by a
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student of the Faculty of Education was recognised
as the best paper in the section “Youth in a chang-
ing society” at the international scientific-practical
conference.

Students and lecturers of the Fashion Design
Department of the Faculty of Arts and Creative
Technologies took part in the 20th International
Scientific Student Conference “Ideas Forum 2023”
at Kaunas HEI. Gabrielé Sedlikovska, a third-year
student of the Fashion Design study programme,
gave a presentation on “Psychological Health as a
Stimulus for Creativity”, and Karina Knyzaité - on
“Fashion Trends in the Prism of Sustainability”. The
students shared their creative ideas and research
for their final projects. The graduates were pre-
pared for the conference by the lecturers of the

Fashion Design Department Asta Kisielitité and Jol-
ita Raupeliené (21/04/2023).

We are also proud of the innovation and cre-
ativity of Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education In-
stitution graduates. leva Savulioniené, a graduate
of the Faculty of Pedagogy, is voted the most in-
novative primary school teacher. The award was
given for her creativity and innovation, the use of
new methods and tools in primary education, the
promotion of students’ critical thinking, problem
solving and initiative.

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship
are thus key elements for economic, social and
cultural development. Developing these areas is
important because they contribute to the growth
and success of different sectors.
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Not only does Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education
Institution organise compulsory health check-ups
for its employees in accordance with the law, but
VIKO has also set itself the goal of promoting the
topic and importance of public health and healthy
eating among the members of VIKO community
and the general public by providing opportuni-
ties to educate the Lithuanian public and VIKO
community on the topic of health and well-being,
by developing research and social partnership
with organisations interested in these areas.

Promoting physical activity in the communi-
ty. The buildings on Studenty st. and Didlaukio st.
house sports halls, which are used for basketball,

Enhancing
public health

volleyball, football and other sports, as well as for
high-level sports competitions.

Students participate in the SKL A league, au-
tumn and spring basketball championships, Vilni-
us FUTSAL football championship, Lithuanian vol-
leyball championship rounds, Lithuanian college
championships in basketball, football, volleyball,
table tennis, weightlifting, orienteering, athletics
competitions. The gyms are staffed by professional
trainers who provide personal and group training,
nutritional advice and individual training plans.

For members of the community who are not
high-level athletes, there are faculty basketball,
volleyball and football competitions, which are at-
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tended not only by students but also by employees.

In order to promote physical activity and healthy
lifestyles, students have the option of taking Ath-
letic Training (free elective). From October 2023,
the Faculty of Arts and Creative Technologies will
also provide physical education training for VIKO
community.

Members of VIKO community take part in hikes,
regattas and various sports events. On the occasion
of the end of the academic year in June, the Facul-
ty of Business and Management organises hikes on
the occasion of the Tourism Day, which has become
a tradition for several years in a row, to promote an
active lifestyle for staff and students.

In 2023, 437 members of HEl community took
part in the #walk15 challenge and walked a total of
107,900,983 steps, which is the equivalent of cir-
cling the earth 2 times.

Students also contribute to active mobility ini-
tiatives by organising sports events. On 13 De-
cember 2023, the Christmas volleyball tournament
“Let’s be united” was held for the Ylakiai Gymnasi-

um and the Mosédis Orphanage, initiated by Ine-
sa Mitkuté, a student of Cultural Activity Manage-
ment KV21.

In 2023, students contribute to and participate
in the organisation of the Lithuanian Colleges, Vil-
niaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution faculty,
3x3 basketball tournament and Christmas volleyball
tournament.

HEI researchers and students carry out research
on health topics and organise events on health
topics not only for VIKO community. Lecturers of
the Department of Nursing of the Faculty of Health
Care, dr Zyta Kuzborska and Milda Kuskiené, to-
gether with the students of the Department of
Nursing and the Radiology programme, dissemi-
nated the results of the applied research “Cancer
Prevention Opportunities and their Publicity” by
presenting poster presentations: from 14/11/2023
to 28/11/2023 - at the Medardas Cobotas Univer-
sity of the Third Age (MCTAU), from 29/11/2023 to
29/12/2023 - at the All-University Hospital of Vilni-
us University in Santaros Clinics. On 6 April, the Fac-

In the photo: Jurgita Veliulyteé, lecturer at the Department of Rehabilitation at VIKO SPF

BhE


https://mtf.viko.lt/menu-ir-kurybiniu-technologiju-fakultetas-kviecia-vilniaus-kolegijos-bendruomene-i-kuno-lavinimo-treniruotes/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/walk15
https://www.facebook.com/paulius.mitkus.1/videos/1126409755383349

ulty of Pedagogy organised a lecture on didactics of
physical education on the occasion of World Health
Day. On 5 February 2023, an event was organised
for the community and the general public at the
Faculty of Health Care to mark World Cancer Day,
with the aim of raising awareness of cancer preven-
tion, the nutritional peculiarities of cancer patients,
psychological support, and the role of relatives in
cancer patients, etc.

On this occasion, lecturers and students present-
ed poster presentations at the Medardas Cobotas
University of the Third Age, the National Cancer
Institute, the Vilnius University Hospital Santaros
Clinics, the Faculty of Health Care of Vilniaus ko-
legija / Higher Education Institution, and the salad
bar “Mano guru”. On 25 April 2023, SPF lecturers
organised a seminar “Human Immune System and
Factors Affecting It” for students of the Faculty of
Healthy Lifestyle at the Medardas Cobotas Univer-
sity of the Third Age, where they gave lectures on
“Age-related Changes in the Immune System” and
“Immune System of the Skin”, and answered ques-
tions from the participants. Jurgita Veliulyté, Lec-
turer at the Rehabilitation Department of SPF, gave
a practical lecture “The Influence of the Thorax on
the Spine Control” to the members of the Academy
of Bodybuilding on 23 September 2023, and a work-
shop “Physical Activities for Children with Special
Physical Needs in Physical Education Classes” to the
teachers of Physical Education and Primary Educa-
tion on 9 November 2023.

It’s important to take care of your emotional
health as well as your physical health. On 23 May
2023, a lecture on “Children’s emotions. What is
important for parents to know?” was organised to
provide scientific and practical information on the
development, functions and effects of children’s
emotions on their health, learning and communi-
cation. It also discussed ways in which parents can
promote children’s emotional self-regulation, the
ability to recognise and express their emotions, and
provide them with appropriate emotional support.
A mixed intensive programme on “Parenting in
Stressful Situations” was organised on 24-28 April.
On 20 October, the SPF lecturer organised a remote
event on World Mental Health Day, during which
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Greta Klidzitté, coordinator of the NGO “Mental
Health Perspectives”, and Martina Vaicitunaité and
Milda Ulozaité, mental health ambassadors, talked
about mental health, the stereotypes and myths
prevailing in the society, the ways of self-help for
people with mental health problems, etc.

Mental Health Ambassadors shared their person-
al experiences of anorexia nervosa and other eating
disorders in an open and sensitive manner. On 1
December, EKF students attended the course “Safe-
TALK - how to talk about suicide?”.

Lecturers share their experiences in the me-
dia. On 20 November 2023, a lecturer at the SPF
Department of Nursing spoke to Delfi.lt about her
experience of working with patients with diabetes
and how to recognise diabetes and how to live with
this insidious disease, which, if left untreated, can
lead to severe complications and disabilities. On 16
December, the SPF lecturer spoke on Ziniy Radijas
talk show about “Parenting in practice”, which fo-
cused on the physical health of parents and chil-
dren, correct posture, exercise and sport.

Lecturers and students in higher education in-
stitutions in Lithuania and abroad are qualified in
health-related topics. On 13-17 March 2023, PDF
lecturers and students participated in the Suicide
Prevention and Intervention Training at HOWEST
University (Belgium). On 18-25 April, a PDF lecturer
developed her skills in Ancient Olympia (Greece).

There is also a strong focus on health and health
promotion for the older generation. On 21 No-
vember 2023 at 12:00 pm, SPF lecturer organised
a conference “Ageing and Health” at the Faculty of
Healthy Lifestyle of the Medardas Cobotas Third
Age University, where presentations were given on
topical issues of healthy ageing: The harmony be-
tween physical and mental health, the conditions
for its development; the management of diseases
and ailments - utopia or reality; the benefits of a
health-enhancing diet; physical activity that im-
proves motor and cognitive functions; and skin care
measures for ageing.

Thus, promoting public health is an essential as-
pect of building a healthy, vibrant and long-lived so-
ciety. It is not only important to maintain individual
health, but also to raise the level of public health.
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Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution ac-
tively seeks to promote the importance of green
environments, sustainable agro-ecosystems and
animal welfare by creating as many opportuni-
ties as possible to educate the Lithuanian public
in these areas, by developing research and social
partnerships with organisations concerned with
these topics.

Volunteering of students and lecturers of the ATF
Faculty of Veterinary Studies at horse races at Sir-
vintos Hippodrome (08/04/2023, 23/04/2023). Col-
lection and donation of animal food bank for home-
less animals in Ukraine (11/05/2023).

Developing
environmental
initiatives

VIKO is constantly striving to ensure that the fac-
ulties’ research activities are as closely linked to the
environment as possible, thus contributing to sus-
tainable agriculture and the food industry, to the
greening of the environment, and to the promotion
of a green economy and sustainable business prin-
ciples. Sustainable development is discussed with-
out exception in all study programmes.

VIKO community was invited to participate in
various environmental events and initiatives: In
January 2023, HEI hosted the environmental cam-
paign “Christmas trees are not rubbish!” to collect
and preserve Christmas trees and fir trees grown in
pots and decorated for Christmas, so that they are




not simply thrown away but have the opportunity
to continue to grow; on 19 March, the “Day of the
Nesting Boxes” was celebrated and several more
nesting boxes were placed in the VVF yard; 27 April
Waste Culture Examination; 16-22 September, the
community encourages to join the Urban Sustain-
able Mobility Campaign by walking or using sus-
tainable transport to HEls: bicycles, scooters, public
transport; On 23-29 October, HEI faculties actively
contributed to the Climate Week events initiated by
the Ministry of Environmental Protection, during
which important topics were discussed: ‘Decar-
bonisation: problems, methods, solutions’, ‘Green
energy development - between the reduction of
fossil fuels and the challenges of its implementa-
tion”. Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
lecturers share their environmental knowledge at
various events: For example, on the eve of Earth
Hour on 24 March at the European Commission
Representation in Lithuania at the conference “En-
vironmental Education: from Theory to Practice”,
the Head of the Department of Landscape and Agri-
business Technologies of the ATF, Assoc. Prof. Dr
Grazina Palaityté, gave a presentation on the topic
of “Responsible Consumption - an Everyday Prac-
tice or a Challenge?”. On 14 November, Dr Darius
Ryliskis, Associate Professor of the Department,
gave a lecture “Invasive plants - threats to natural
flora” to VIKO community. Environmental initiatives
and students’ interest in ATF’s study programme
Chemical Analysis and the application of chemis-
try are promoted through the annual seminar se-
ries for students “Chemistry - it’s everything that
surrounds us”. Practical laboratory work develops
the young researcher’s skills in practical laboratory
work and safe handling of chemicals and laboratory
equipment, as well as in the study of environmen-
tal objects and food quality. Actual analyses of the
chemical composition and quality of water and food
products are carried out.

Employees and students develop their com-
petences at various events. The Department of
Landscape and Agribusiness Technologies has twice
organised continuous training for students of the
Landscape Design degree programme on sustain-
able tree pruning and more. Arboriculture as an
interdisciplinary activity aimed at adjusting the
growth of woody plants while maintaining their bi-
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ological viability, well-being and protection in the
context of ecology and landscape. On 15 March and
12 May, the Lithuanian Arborists’ Association held
a training course “Fundamentals of Tree Pruning”.

VIKO aims to strengthen the environmental so-
cial responsibility by introducing sustainable inno-
vations and participating in initiatives related to
saving natural resources and improving the quality
of the environment.

In line with the resource saving targets set by the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania, a lighting
system with motion sensors will be installed in 2023
in the EKF (fourth and fifth floors of Studenty st.), as
well as in the PDF and ATF (third and ground floors
of Studenty st.). This system allows to reduce elec-
tricity consumption. Smart lighting will be installed
in the VVF as early as 2021 after the building reno-
vation. In 2023, solar panels integrated on the roofs
of the VVF and the SPF started generating electric-
ity.

VIKO is also striving to become a paperless or-
ganisation, with the process being carried out en-
tirely in electronic format.

Documents are managed at VIKO using the elec-
tronic document management system (DMS) “Kon-
tora”. However, some documents (e.g. tripartite
practice agreements) are still printed and stored in
paper format.

The use of paper in the study process is actively
reduced every year. Lecture assighments, midterm
assignments and exam assignments are increasing-
ly being made available to students and reported on
the Moodle platform, and the printing of final the-
ses has been eliminated by checking the authentic-
ity of students’” work with the plagiarism detection
system integrated into the Moodle environment.

The work in the area of digitisation development
and e-innovation is dominated by the activities of
the Software Department of the EIF, which is di-
rectly focused on digitisation, where information
is transferred from paper-based sources to the
electronic space. Students in the Application Sys-
tems programme develop websites, mobile apps
and other information systems that not only make
work easier but also enable the transition to elec-
tronic documents from paper-based versions, with
a strong positive socially responsible environmen-
tal impact. This directly contributes to saving the
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planet’s resources and resources and to reducing
CO, emissions in subsequent paper recovery or re-
cycling processes.

EIF promotes the reuse of items and the reduc-
tion of environmental pollution before they are
finally recycled. In the FixLAB workshop, students
repair electronic equipment used by faculty mem-
bers. In doing so, they contribute to an environmen-
tal initiative aimed at reducing environmental pollu-
tion from secondary electronic waste.

The renovation work was initiated and coordinat-
ed by Vytautas Netiksa, Head of the EIF Computer
Centre and lecturer. In both the Robotics Workshop
and the Prototyping Laboratory, environmentally
friendly, organically degradable PLA plastic is used
for the three-dimensional printing of the test mod-
els.

The development of the green economy depends
on advances in digital technologies. The ETF, togeth-
er with EIF colleagues, is continuing the Erasmus+
project launched at the end of 2021 - the Higher
Education Strategic Partnerships project “Develop-
ment of a Virtual Learning Space as a Tool for Devel-
oping Students’ Critical Thinking, Communication,
Collaboration and Creativity Skills in the Context of
COVID’19”. The aim of the project is to introduce
students to new innovative learning spaces (virtu-
al reality rooms) and to address the challenges of
applying modern teaching methods in the social
sciences by digitising the content of studies. The
project runs until 31 May 2024.

In order to be at the forefront of green account-
ing and reporting research, the professors of the
Department of Accounting carried out a study on
“Assessing the Green Aspect of Lithuanian Banks’
Sustainability Reports”, to be published in 2023.

Climate change, the continuing loss of biodiver-
sity, the indiscriminate use of resources and other
problems associated with the rapid degradation of
the environment are forcing us to accelerate the
transformation of our economy to one that is as
environmentally friendly as possible, making effi-
cient use of knowledge in the fields of biology and
the environment, while at the same time securing
economic prosperity and a dignified life for people.
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Building a green economy is an important part of
the development of a sustainable Europe and a sus-
tainable Lithuania, with ecological sustainability at
its core. The EKF, aware of the importance of the
challenges, intends to further strengthen social re-
sponsibility in the field of the environment and, fol-
lowing the guidelines of the Green Deal, to pursue a
decoupling of economic growth from resource use,
a zero-emission economy, while at the same time
ensuring the quality of life of the people.

The EKF contributes to the development of a
socially responsible society through the consistent
development of various social activities, such as
participation in projects and the organisation of
seminars.

Green economy principles complement the clas-
sical EKF study programmes. Students and teachers
are encouraged to explore green finance, the con-
sumption of renewable resources and innovations
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The EKF
aims to educate young people to understand that
global challenges are a shared responsibility and
must be tackled globally. The EKF understands that
a rapid double economic transformation can only
be achieved through collaboration with scientists
from other disciplines such as physicists, mathe-
maticians, biologists and others, and therefore en-
courages interdisciplinary research and projects.
The EKF contributes to the Green Deal by carrying
out research in the following areas: green finance
purification, analysis of economic sectoral change,
development of green insurance. The EKF aims to
ensure that a smooth economic transition towards
a green economy preserves competitiveness and is
therefore also studying the impact of various crises
(financial, pandemic) on economic growth.

In summary, the development of environmental
initiatives is critical to maintaining the sustainability
of the planet and ensuring the long-term environ-
mental well-being of future generations. Environ-
mental initiatives are not only aimed at protecting
the environment from harmful actions, but also
at promoting sustainable development and civic
awareness, which is something that Vilniaus kolegi-
ja / Higher Education Institution actively pursues.
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Strengthening Lithuanian

culture, statehood and the
continuity of historical memory

It is important for every organisation, especially
those working in the field of education, to foster
the continuity of Lithuania’s statehood and histo-
rical memory by joining state events and initiati-
ves, commemorating important dates and perso-
nalities significant to Lithuania, and by taking part
in initiatives significant to the country, such as the
Constitution Examination, the National Dictation
Contest, and others.

VIKO always celebrates national holidays, during
which community, especially the younger genera-
tion, emphasises the importance of national values
and history in the global world, upholds traditions,
promotes patriotism and a sense of pride, reflects
the country’s freedom and its fragility, and seeks to
feel the common spirit of history together.

This is just a small part of the artistic activities or-
ganised by the MTF: on 25 January 2023, students
and lecturers from the Department of Performing
Arts took part in the Vilnius 700th Anniversary
Concert, which was broadcast live on Lithuanian
National Radio and Television. On 8 February, the
Department of Cultural Management and Dance
Pedagogy together with the young artists of Vilnius
Pupils’ Creative and Educational Centre organised
an exhibition of creative works “700 potepiy”, dedi-
cated to the honourable 700th anniversary of Vilni-
us. On 15 February, the lecturers of the Department
of Performing Arts organised a concert to celebrate
the restoration of Lithuania’s independence for the
faculty community and guests, and on 16 February
they took part in the ceremony of commemorating
the 16th of February at the Signatories House.
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On 10 March the Performing Arts Department
organised a concert “The Wind of Freedom” for
VIKO community, and on 11 March participated in
the commemoration of the anniversary of the Res-
toration of Lithuania’s Independence Day at the
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania and in the cer-
emony of awarding of the Little Christofores. On 3
June, the Performing Arts Department took part in
the commemoration of the 35th anniversary of the
Sajudis at the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania
and performed the most popular songs by Lithua-
nian authors that accompanied thousands of partic-
ipants of the Sajudis rallies and the freedom-hungry
Lithuanians in their pursuit of independence.

VIKO organises events dedicated to culture, e.g.
on 28 November 2023, the Department of Perform-
ing Arts of the MTF organised a forum “The Musi-
cal in the World and in Lithuania: Development and
Prospects Il”. On 1 December 2023, the Department
of Cultural Management and Dance Pedagogy or-
ganised a republican scientific-practical conference
“Challenges of Culture and Education in the 21st
Century”.

Lithuanian culture is unimaginable without the
participation of HEIl representatives in various
events, and their voices have been heard in many
national and city events: Capital 700th Birthday
Concert 25/01/2023, MYTHOS musical 30/01/2023,
Vilnius 700th Anniversary Exhibition 09/02/2023,
February 16th Concert at the Faculty of Arts and
Creative Technologies 15/02/2023, February 16th
Celebration at the House of Signatories 20/02/2023,
World Art Day 18/04/2023, Under the Church Vaults

25/09/2023, Most Innovative Teachers Awards on
27/11/2023, the Advent Concert “Under the Church
Vaults” on 08/12/2023 and many other events (for
more information visit https://mtf.viko.It/visuome-
nei/socialine-atsako- mybe/).

VIKO organises thematic exams and Olympi-
ads. On 24 February 2023, the Lithuanian Language
Olympiad for pupils of national minority schools
took place, and Deimanté Varmauskaité and Edita
Sventickyté, the third year students of the Musical
Theatre Study Programme of the Performing Arts
Department of the MTF, greeted the participants
and the guests with the most beautiful pieces of
music. On 20 March, PDF organised the Lithuanian
Language and Literature Olympiad for Lithuanian
and foreign Lithuanian schools in grades 9-12 (I-IV),
which aims not only to stimulate students’ interest
in Lithuanian language and literature, but also to
develop their creative abilities, strengthen their na-
tional consciousness and community. As every year,
the VVF organised examinations to celebrate Europe
Day (9 May) and Constitution Day (25 October). HEI
students organise excursions to learn about cultural
heritage and history, visit state organisations (e.g.
the Seimas, the State Archives) and museums (e.g.
the State Cognition Centre of the President of the
Republic of Lithuania).

Strengthening Lithuanian culture, maintaining
statehood and fostering the continuity of histor-
ical memory are important tasks that contribute
to strengthening the country’s identity, the de-
velopment of civic consciousness and the general
well-being of society.



https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=712647023988918&set=a.577350920851863
https://mtf.viko.lt/iskilmingas-sajudzio-35-mecio-ir-sajudzio-dienos-minejimas-lr-seime/
https://mtf.viko.lt/iskilmingas-sajudzio-35-mecio-ir-sajudzio-dienos-minejimas-lr-seime/
https://mtf.viko.lt/scenos-meno-katedros-forumas/
https://mtf.viko.lt/scenos-meno-katedros-forumas/
https://mtf.viko.lt/scenos-meno-katedros-forumas/
https://mtf.viko.lt/moksline-praktine-konferencija-kulturos-ir-svietimo-issukiai-xxi-amziuje-ivyko/
https://mtf.viko.lt/moksline-praktine-konferencija-kulturos-ir-svietimo-issukiai-xxi-amziuje-ivyko/
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Preserving national

heritage and promoting
Lithuanian ethnocultural

Although most of the study programmes, orga-
nised artistic activities and research are oriented
towards the application of innovative and origi-
nal ideas, it is equally important to promote Li-
thuanian ethnocultural and national heritage by
fostering cooperation with organisations that are
interested in the promotion of Lithuanian ethno-
cultural and the preservation of national herita-
ge, and therefore, making sense of the heritage
in study programmes and artistic expression is of
great importance.

During international events, foreign guests have
the opportunity to hear Lithuanian folk music and
songs by the folklore ensemble Zelmuo, to join in a
joint performance and try out folk instruments, to
dance folk dances with the dance ensemble Voruta,
and to taste a product of Lithuanian national heri-
tage - Sakotis.

Students and lecturers of the MTF Fashion De-
sign Department organised an exhibition of stu-
dents’ creative works, thus contributing to the con-
gratulations to Vilnius on the occasion of its 700th




birthday. A collection of costumes in the style of a
Lithuanian medieval townsman was exhibited.

The preservation of national heritage and the
promotion of Lithuanian ethnocultural is possi-
ble through various types of art: music, dance,
performances, etc., and the members of VIKO
community have actively contributed to this im-
portant mission. On 16 September 2023, in the
programme of the Fair of Nations “l and You are
Vilnius VI”, students of the Dance Pedagogy study
programme, dressed in national costumes of dif-
ferent regions, danced the Lithuanian folk dance
“Kepuriné”, which they prepared together with the
lecturer Zivile Adomaitiene. On 22 November 2023,
members of the Vilnius Nightingale House Theatre,
in collaboration with PDF students and staff who
helped with the script, music and set design, pre-
sented the premiere of the well-known Lithuanian
folk tale “The Amber Tale of Jiraté and Kastitis”, a
play for people of all ages and social status.

The students and teachers of VIKO not only cher-
ish the national heritage and popularise Lithuanian
ethnocultural, but also strengthen their contribu-
tion to music in Lithuanian. On 16 September 2023,
at the Nations Fair, Evita Cololo, a student of the
Pop Music Studies Programme, together with Ain-
is Dulaitis, Ridas Katkauskis, Simas Makiejevas and
Justas Petrikauskas, performed four of her own
compositions.

VIKO emphasises the importance of old crafts,
and the lecturers constantly stress the need for
high quality and creativity in all activities by sharing
best practices with the students, because what is
sustainable will survive for future generations.

Ethnocultural initiatives are promoted in the
Food Technology study programme’s Ethnic Heri-
tage Food Technology course, which aims to stimu-
late students’ interest in the ethnic heritage foods
of the Lithuanian region, and to enhance their
practical skills in applying the traditional recipes
and technologies of that region. In 2023, lecturers
of the study subject Visual Communication Con-
tent Expression Tools for Public Relations students
created an independent work task to visualise Lith-
uanian proverbs.

On 1 October 2023, PU23 students shared their
knowledge with the children, introducing them to
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the mushroom kingdom and its role in nature and
culture. The event promoted Lithuanian ethno-cul-
ture and national heritage, showed the diversity,
beauty and benefits of mushrooms, thus encour-
aging creativity, aesthetic taste and self-esteem
among pupils and students.

On 7 December 2023, HEI became a partner in
the project “Continue: come, improve, contrib-
ute!”, which aims to present the project’s activities
and an invitation to Lithuanian educators to study
Primary Education Pedagogy at PDF.

The country’s ethnocultural traditions are re-
flected in students’ final theses. For example, the
final thesis of Evelina Pochorenko, a student of
the ATF Food Technology study programme, enti-
tled “Implementation of the production of ancient
Lithuanian bakery products in the bakery Grudas”
(commissioned by UAB Baltic Food Republic), pro-
motes the production of ethnic heritage food prod-
ucts using only raw materials grown in Lithuania,
using only the food products of small farms in our
country, and applying the traditional production
technologies and recipes based on historical sourc-
es.

Today’s business realises that knowledge from
the past is still useful today. For example, on 12
October, at the final conference of the project
“Promoting the preservation, accessibility and de-
velopment of intangible cultural and local histor-
ical heritage, improving the competitiveness of
sustainable cultural tourism in Latvia, Lithuania
and Belarus” “Rediscover the roots of the regions”,
the participants of the conference “Rediscover the
roots of the regions” explored the links between
“National culture - Professional design - Business”
(Best practises in craft and design interaction - Ex-
perience of LV, LT craft company) and looked for
positive examples in Lithuania.

We recommend VIKO community and the read-
ers of this report to visit folk art exhibitions, the
Kaziukas Fair, the folklore festival “Skamba skamba
kankliai” and other events aimed at maintaining
traditions, revitalising handicrafts, and promoting
folk art. Such festivals take place not only in Lithua-
nia but also in other countries.
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Developing sustainable

business and a sustainable

Sustainable business and sustainable economy
ideas are practice-oriented, designed to ensure
the long-term economic success of organisations,
while at the same time encouraging them to consi-
der the well-being of society and the environment.

Climate change, the continuing loss of biodiver-
sity, the indiscriminate use of resources and other
problems associated with the rapid degradation of
the environment are forcing us to accelerate the
transformation of our economy to one that is as
environmentally friendly as possible, by efficiently

economy

applying knowledge in the fields of biology and the
environment, and, at the same time, by ensuring
economic prosperity and a decent life for people.
HEI has been a socially responsible higher educa-
tion institution for many years, basing its principles
on tradition, innovation, tolerance and responsibili-
ty to the environment and the community. It is con-
stantly challenging itself, expressing its desire to im-
prove and promote the development of society, to
educate educated, independent, active and respon-
sible members of society, and to develop the intel-




lectual potential of society, so that knowledge and
science can ensure the harmonious achievement
of economic, social and environmental goals. As an
active member of the state and the world, VIKO is
aware of the urgent need to contribute to a sustain-
able transformation and emphasises the pursuit of
activities of global relevance in its strategy.

HEl aims to promote green economy, socially
responsible investment, sustainable business and
management, sustainable tourism and hospitality,
and sustainable fashion by creating as many oppor-
tunities as possible to educate the Lithuanian public
in these areas, by developing applied research, and
by developing social partnerships with organisa-
tions with an interest in these areas.

Creating a green economy is an important direc-
tion for a sustainable Europe and a sustainable Lith-
uania, which is based not only on economic but also
on ecological sustainability. The EKF contributes to
the Green Deal by carrying out research in the fol-
lowing areas: green finance purification, analysis
of changes in economic sectors, development of
green insurance. The principles of green economics
complement the classical study programmes of the
Faculty of Economics.

Promoting socially responsible investment is
not only about the financial profitability of the
business, but also about promoting positive (or re-
ducing negative) social and environmental impacts.

Promoting socially responsible investment can
achieve a wide range of positive results. The EKF
promotes SRI through active student education and
research, as well as through articles analysing the
concept of ESG.

To ensure that the market of the future is pop-
ulated only by sustainable and responsible busi-
nesses, businesses that are not just about quick but
also about long-term profitability, businesses that
make ethical and responsible decisions and miti-
gate all risks, and businesses that have a reputation
for being a trustworthy business, businesses that
produce and deliver quality and safe products and
services, thereby securing consumer trust and loy-
alty, businesses that ensure not only safe and harm-
less working conditions, but also a creative working
environment, involving employees in decision-mak-
ing processes, thus ensuring higher employee mo-
tivation, and businesses that care about the voice
of the community. Socially responsible and sustain-
able businesses are more adaptable to changing
(and especially tightening) legislation, and are fo-
cused on investing in sustainable innovation, which
helps them to compete successfully in the market.
At EKF, all study programmes include a Sustainable
Development module. Socially Responsible Busi-
ness and Business Ethics and Occupational and Civil
Safety promote students’ critical thinking, enhance
their creativity and help them to make the best de-
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cisions in unexpected situations. Lecturers carry out
a wide range of research related to organisations.
Sustainable tourism and hospitality are import-
ant objectives for building a sustainable and respon-
sible tourism industry where service providers and
service users meet. These principles focus on how
tourism can be developed in a way that respects
the environment, local communities and promotes
economic development, while at the same time
promoting responsible tourist behaviour and re-
spect for biodiversity and the natural environment.
Preserving the environment is not the only goal of
tourism and hospitality, although sustainable tour-
ism is focused on protecting and preserving the
environment by promoting sustainable travel. How-
ever, there is a strong focus on respect for culture
and communities, as sustainable tourism principles
encourage tourists to respect and understand the
culture of local communities and not to abuse hos-
pitality. This includes conscious behaviour by tour-
ists that respects local traditions and values and
contributes to cultural change. Sustainable tourism
encourages tourism operators and local businesses
to be socially responsible. This includes fair labour
relations, fair remuneration conditions, investment
in local social projects and other actions aimed at
improving the quality of life of communities. Sus-

tainable tourism seeks to raise tourists’ awareness
of environmental, social and cultural impacts, and
includes educational programmes, cultural ex-
changes and other activities that help tourists bet-
ter understand the environment they are visiting.
The VVF trains professionals in tourism manage-
ment and the hotel and restaurant business. Re-
searchers in the Department of Tourism carry out
research on sustainable tourism.

Sustainable fashion is increasingly important in
today’s world and is becoming an essential aspect
of the fashion industry. It focuses on the responsi-
ble, sustainable and environmentally and socially
friendly creation and consumption of fashion. Sus-
tainable fashion is not only growing in popularity
due to the increasing environmental challenges,
although the negative impact of the fashion indus-
try on the environment cannot be denied (the fast
fashion cycle, cheap mass production and frequent
changes of clothes in society often lead to high lev-
els of waste and environmental pollution). Sustain-
able fashion aims not only to reduce negative im-
pacts through the use of renewable materials such
as organic cotton, bamboo, wool, linen, etc., or by
recycling materials, reducing waste and using re-
newable resources, but also to ensure safe working
conditions and a sustainable supply chain, by pro-
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ducing quality products that can be refurbished and
renewed when needed after a long period of wear
and tear, which encourages innovation and cre-
ativity in the fashion industry. Sustainable fashion
therefore also aims to raise consumer awareness.
All these aspects show that sustainable fashion is
not just a temporary trend, but a necessity in order
to create a sustainable, responsible and innovative
fashion sector in today’s world.

From 20-24 November 2023, the MTF joined the
European Week for Waste Reduction by organising
events to raise public awareness about responsible
waste management and the importance of sustain-
able consumption. Initiatives carried out by the
MTF included lectures on sustainable textiles, tex-
tile waste and other secondary raw materials, their
sorting and recycling, fast and sustainable fashion,
participationin educational workshops “The Second
Life of Plastic” and “Worn Textiles: pet beds”, and
the presentation of the author’s own experimental
collection, NON-/ MATERIALS; “Sustainable Brand-
ing” (from concept to implementation; creative-in-
dustrial collection MEMORIES; creative collection
Pain Under Water, synthesis of minimalist art and
sustainability in a fashion collection; Exhibition of
student work “Sustainable Fashion Project: decon-
struction of the men’s jacket; “Presentation of one

product of the final project”, to get acquainted with
exhibitions, expositions NON-/MATERIAL. All events
focus on sustainable fashion and responsible tour-
ism, helping to promote conscious and responsible
behaviour and highlighting the importance of pre-
serving the environment.

Lecturers share their experiences in the media.
On 24 July 2023, Grazina Skripkiené and Monika
Polunina, lecturers of the MTF Fashion Design study
programme, talked about the new requirements
of fast fashion in the LNK news show. On 20 Sep-
tember, Asta Kisielitité, a lecturer at the MTF De-
partment of Fashion Design, gave practical tips on
how to tidy up your wardrobe after the summer in
LNK Noon News. Advice on what to wear and what
to avoid at Christmas and New Year by Rimanté
Rimgailaité, a lecturer at the MTF Department of
Fashion Design, was published on 19 December on
several news websites, e.g. LRT.It.

Sustainable business and economic develop-
ment can only be achieved through a strong social
partnership between public authorities, the busi-
ness sector, academia and civil society (see also
Chapter 3). Collaboration and multi-stakeholder
engagement allows for more effective promotion
of sustainable and socially responsible initiatives
in Lithuania.
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Volunteering, civic

engagement and social
support initiatives

Opportunities for self-expression and voluntee-
ring are provided to promote the personal social
responsibility of every member of the community
- student, teacher, employee, social partner.

Vilniaus kolegija / Higher Education Institution
maintains a responsible and civically active aca-
demic community, where volunteering and cit-
izenship are priority values. Students, lecturers
and employees willingly and actively participate
in various environmental and charitable initiatives
every year to beautify the environment, reduce
exclusion and foster community relations.

In 2023, VIKO community continued to con-
tribute to various social actions: fundraising for
Ukrainian victims of the war, the Mothers’ Union’s
Cake Day on 6 November; Half-litre jar collection
organised by the Food Bank, blood donation day
organised with the National Blood Centre at HEI
(e.g. blood donation campaigns were organised on
7 March and 30 November 2023. To SPF this is a
traditional event in cooperation with the National
Blood Centre, members of VIKO community do-
nate blood to patients in need, often in a life-saving
way). Many of the initiatives have become tradi-



https://spf.viko.lt/sveikatos-prieziuros-fakultetas-tesia-ilgamete-kraujo-donorystes-tradicija/

tional and are eagerly awaited. Those who do not
want to wait for the initiatives organised by VIKO
make a personal decision to volunteer in the char-
ity and volunteering initiatives of their choice. We
are proud of the personal volunteering initiatives
of HEI community members, and by their example
invite other HEI community members to volunteer
for sensitive problems: in 2023, emotional support
was provided to the “Vaiky linija” VS| (en. Children’s
Line), legal counselling was provided by volunteer-
ing at the Lithuanian Family Association, and help
was given to Ukrainian refugees by volunteering at
the Red Cross or by providing asylum to Ukrainian
refugees.

Other specific initiatives should also be celebrat-
ed: The EIF has been cooperating with Ukrainian uni-
versities for many years and has close links with the
Poltava regional administration. Prior to the Russian
aggression against Ukraine, there were intensive in-
ter-institutional academic exchanges and joint proj-
ects with Ukrainian partners. Since the outbreak of
the war, our partnership has prioritised the provi-
sion of humanitarian assistance to the communities
of our partner universities. In August 2022-2023,
equipment was collected to support Poltava Oblast
general education schools and school shelters with
Wi-Fi routers, network switches and other com-
puter network equipment. Lithuanian businesses
and other institutions took part in the fundraising
campaign. The collected donations were success-
fully delivered to schools in the Poltava region. In
2023, the EIF collected humanitarian aid to support
Ukrainian children with missing items. The charity
collected in all the faculties of VIKO, under the coor-
dination of the Dean of the EIF, Dr Romanas Tuma-
sonis, was dispatched and successfully reached the
families in need. On 20 April, EKF students visited
the VS] “Tautmilés Globa” and spent time with the
animals left without permanent care. After the visit,
the students encouraged members of the commu-
nity not only to donate money, but also to devote
their time to the care of homeless animals.

Students are also the initiators of social initia-
tives. On 1 December 2023, a cultural-social charity
evening “Miraculous Steps of Kindness”, organised
by KV21S student Loreta Gasilinaité, was held to
raise funds for the establishment of a creativity stu-
dio at the children’s kindergarten “Drugelis”.
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Meetings with NGOs are held to increase the
involvement of HEl community members in volun-
teering, civic engagement and social support ini-
tiatives. For example, on 12 April 2023, a meeting
was held with the employees of the Vilnius Archdio-
cese Caritas project “Families of Convicts - Towards
Empowerment” to attract more volunteers to pro-
vide social support to the relatives of convicts.

Free advice from Vilniaus kolegija / Higher
Education Institution specialists: ATF lecturers
advise students on project research or matricu-
lation work in chemistry, and on the installation
and maintenance of plantations in the area. We
are also pleased that cooperation with the munic-
ipalities of the Vilnius region is taking shape. On
29/11/2023, the Dean of ATF Ramuné Vanagaité,
Dr Rimanté Kondratiené and Rimantas Kondratas,
lecturers of the Department of Landscape and Agri-
business Technologies, met with the Vice-Mayor of
Sal¢ininkai district Valdemar Slizevski. During the
meeting, the vision of the project for the renova-
tion of the municipal square in Sal¢ininkai district
was discussed, and an invitation was extended to
schools in Sal¢ininkai district to participate in VIKO
Open Days on 5-7 December 2023. Chemistry lab-
oratories carry out, for a nominal fee, on-demand
analyses of the quality of drinking water and soil in
boreholes and wells for natural and legal persons,
with a view to improving the status of water and
soil, sustainable soil fertilisation, and sustainable
crop and livestock production.

Student volunteering at HEl social partner
events and initiatives is becoming a tradition. On
3-5 March 2023 VIKO volunteered at the Interna-
tional Dog Show organised by the Lithuanian Cyno-
logical Society; 17-18 October “HACK AgriFood’23
Out-of-the-box Lab”; 27 October at the Study Fair
in Kédainiai; 15-17 November at the IT conference
“Buildstuff”; 14 November Agromaisto_23 Forum
“Food for Peace: sustainability, security for society
and the planet”; 23-24 November at the Transport
Innovation Forum; 29 November at the LiMA DAY
LIE- TUVA’23: MUTATIONS conference; 29-30 No-
vember at the Public Procurement Conference; 9
November at the Career Days at Varénos Oak Gym-
nasium; 30 November at the presentation of de-
signer Rimanté Rimgailaité’s collection; 1 December
at the Women in AgriFood Summit23, 13 December


https://pdf.viko.lt/susitikimas-su-vilniaus-arkivyskupijos-caritas-projekto-nuteistuju-artimieji-igalinimo-link-darbuotojomis/
https://pdf.viko.lt/susitikimas-su-vilniaus-arkivyskupijos-caritas-projekto-nuteistuju-artimieji-igalinimo-link-darbuotojomis/
https://atf.viko.lt/bendradarbiavimas-su-vilniaus-regiono-savivaldybemis-igauna-formas/
https://atf.viko.lt/bendradarbiavimas-su-vilniaus-regiono-savivaldybemis-igauna-formas/
https://mtf.viko.lt/savanoryste-draugyste-su-lietuvos-kinologu-draugija/
https://mtf.viko.lt/savanoryste-draugyste-su-lietuvos-kinologu-draugija/
https://mtf.viko.lt/savanoryste-draugyste-su-lietuvos-kinologu-draugija/

at Juozas Statkevicius’s Spring/Summer 2024 col-
lection; students of the Food Technology study pro-
gramme on 06/11/2023 joined the initiative “Day
of the Cakes” organised by Mother’s union, which is
aimed at supporting children with cancer.

And this is just a small part of the events where
HEIl employees and students volunteered. The VVF
has an events assistant group, and students from
this group take part in events organised by social
partners or organisations.

Lecturers are also happy to volunteer at the
events: For example, on 12-21 July 2023, Jurgi-
ta Stankuniené, Head of the SPF Department of
Nursing and lecturer, volunteered at the camp of
the Lithuanian Community of Care for People with
Intellectual Disabilities “Viltis”. ATF Department of
Chemistry and Food Technology lecturers took part
in the Researcher’s Day events on 22/11/2023 at
Radvilidkis Lizdeika Gymnasium; Irena Cer¢ikiené
and Jolanta Jurkevicitté advised students of Vilnius
Lyceum and Vilnius Zvérynas Gymnasium preparing
project research works in chemistry subject. Jurgita
Lazdauskiené and Elena Griné, Head of the Depart-
ment, conducted food technology education for
gymnasium students in Vilnius region.

MTF students organise various initiatives. On
17 January 2023, the Sirvintai District Young Tal-
ent Contest “Zibék” was organised, where students
were also members of the jury. The aim of the com-
petition was to discover young talents and evaluate
them.

MTF lecturers and students are also frequently
invited to various events, usually without remu-
neration.

In order to raise students’ awareness and sus-
tainable consumption, VVF 2023 organised a mixed
international short exchange week “Sustainability
oriented creativity”, where students from HEI and
its partner institutions tackled a sustainability-ori-
ented challenge by VINTED.

We can also celebrate the students’ final the-
ses (FTs), which aim to address socially sensitive
issues. In 2023, the following theses were prepared
and defended: “Colour Recognition Device for the
Blind”, “Aspects of Environmental Adaptation for
People with Mobility Disabilities”, “Adaptation of
the Church Heritage Museum for Visitors with Dis-
abilities”, “Improving the Accessibility of Accommo-
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dation Services for Guests with Disabilities at Grand
Hotel Kempinski Vilnius”. These are just a few of
the final works, but the list is not exhaustive. ATF
students from all study programmes have final pa-
pers that analyse sustainable development from
environmental, social and economic perspectives in
order to meet the basic needs of society.

The aim is to develop HEI community volunteer-
ing initiatives to increase social inclusion, to raise
awareness of the theme and importance of social
exclusion and social inclusion among members of
VIKO community, its social partners and the public,
and to provide effective support for learners with
special educational needs.

The individual departments of Vilniaus kolegi-
ja / Higher Education Institution collaborate with
various initiatives or organisations to make a sig-
nificant contribution to strengthening social inclu-
sion. This report presents only a small number of
significant initiatives:

On 25 March 2023, the Lithuanian Association of
the Blind and Partially Sighted was selected to par-
ticipate in the International Low Vision Song Con-
test for people with visual impairment in Germany,
and the artist Eglé Juozapaitiené was a member of
the jury. The aim of the competition was to pro-
mote the community spirit of the members of the
Lithuanian Association of the Blind and Partially
Sighted and foster artistic self-expression and cre-
ativity.

The lecturers of the Department of Fashion De-
sign collaborate with the Vilnius Verkiai Multifunc-
tional Centre and conduct various educational ac-
tivities for students with intellectual disabilities.
On 22 May 2023, the students visited the Faculty
of MTF, where they learnt about fashion and image
design specialisations.

In 2023, SPF organised 15 educational visits to
the day-care centre “Sviesa” for people with intel-
lectual disabilities and their relatives, during which
educational employment activities were organised
and carried out, thus reducing the social exclusion
of people with intellectual disabilities and mitigat-
ing negative attitudes towards people with intellec-
tual disabilities.

From 30 October to 2 November 2023, SPF and
PDF students took part in a mixed intensive pro-
gramme “Social work with addicted and codepen-
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dent persons”, organised by the University of Liepa-
ja (Latvia). During these days, the students listened
to various lectures on addictions, made presenta-
tions on narcotic substances, visited various organi-
sations that educate young people and provide help
to people suffering from addictions.

“Teen resource centre, YOU+, State probation
service, Addiction prevention centre - these are the
organisations whose representatives warmly wel-
comed the students and presented their activities,
achievements, challenges and success stories.

On 24 November 2023, as the biggest holiday of
the year approached, the SPF community was in-
vited to take part in a kindness campaign - to share
kindness, warmth, attention, and the anticipa-
tion of the holidays with the people around them.
Throughout the month of November, teachers, stu-
dents and guests were designing, making Christmas

decorations, greetings and sharing festive decora-
tions brought from their homes. All the gifts and
warmest wishes were taken to the B) Fabijoniskés
Social Services Home. Faculty lecturers, students,
together with seniors, inspired by the mood of
kindness, decorated the social services home (the
doors of each resident’s apartment, corridors, lei-
sure spaces), shared the Christmas spirit.

On 28 November 2023, the Fabijoniskés Social
Services House hosted a “Beauty Day” organised
by Vaiduté Navickaité-Sakéniené, a lecturer at the
SPF Department of Beauty Therapy, who gathered
a team of volunteers from the first and second year
of cosmetology studies. The seniors received mani-
cures, pedicures, make-up and hand massages.

Volunteering, civic engagement and social sup-
port are important tools for promoting social
well-being and sustainability.



https://spf.viko.lt/pasidalinome-gerumu-groziu-siluma-sugrizo-dvigubai/
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Overview of the

Operational Guidelines

The Social Responsibility and Sustainable Deve-
lopment Report builds on the social and environ-
mental performance of existing and planned acti-
vities, assessing the results already achieved, and
thereby informing its partners, opponents and ci-
vil society about its socially responsible practices.
Sustainable education and science, as well as the
development of competences for sustainable de-
velopment, are important investments for the fu-
ture, as they not only contribute to the creation of
a generation of conscious and responsible citizens
but also play a key role in building a long-term and
sustainable society.

Creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship are
key drivers of economic and technological growth,
societal progress and business success. HEI aims to
develop the critical thinking and problem-solving
skills of community and society members, to foster
a creative environment and sustainable innovation,
and to encourage openness to sustainable innova-
tion and entrepreneurship. Sustainable business
and sustainable economy ideas, with a focus on
practice, are developed to ensure the long-term
economic success of organisations, while encourag-
ing them to consider the well-being of society and
the environment. The promotion of socially respon-
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sible investment not only aims at the financial prof-
itability of a business but also seeks to promote the
positive (or minimise the negative) impact of busi-
ness on social and environmental aspects.

The development of sustainable business and
a sustainable economy can only be achieved by
strengthening social partnership between public
authorities, the business sector, academia and civil
society.

VIKO aims to strengthen its environmental social
responsibility through sustainable innovations and
initiatives to save natural resources and improve
environmental quality.

Promote the importance of green environments,
sustainable agro-ecosystems and animal welfare by
maximising opportunities to educate the Lithuanian
public in these areas, through research and social
partnerships with organisations with an interest in
these themes. The development of environmental
initiatives is critical to maintaining the sustainability
of the planet and ensuring the long-term well-being
of the environment for future generations. Environ-
mental initiatives are not only about protecting the
environment from harm, but also about promoting
sustainable development and citizen awareness,
which HEl is actively pursuing.

Although most of the study programmes, artis-
tic activities and research are oriented towards the
application of innovative and original ideas, it is
equally important to promote Lithuanian ethnocul-
tural and national heritage by working closely with
organisations in this field and by making sense of
these activities and research in study programmes
and artistic expression.

Strengthening Lithuanian culture, maintaining
statehood and fostering the continuity of histori-
cal memory are important tasks that contribute to
strengthening the country’s identity, building civic
awareness and the well-being of society at large.

HEI fosters a responsible and civically active aca-
demic community, where volunteering and citizen-
ship are priority values. Students, faculty and em-
ployees willingly and actively participate in various
environmental and charitable initiatives each year
to beautify the environment, reduce exclusion and
foster community relations. HEI offices cooperate
with organisations developing various initiatives,
thus making a significant contribution to social in-
clusion.

This report highlights only some of the signifi-
cant initiatives.




Vilnius HEI,

Science Department,
Saltoniskiy st. 58,
08105 Vilnius
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